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TERMS OF REFERENCE

Title: Support to drafting of implementing regulations and their application for designs in Albania.











www.eu4ip-wb.eu



	TERMS OF REFERENCE

	Title
	Support to drafting of implementing regulations and their application for designs in Albania

	Subject
	Technical assistance 

	Activity
	A1_R1A3

	Results
	ER1.1

	Timing
	Q3-Q4 2026
	Location
	Tirana, AL / Remote

	Main Partner(s)
	GDIP

	Target Group(s)
	GDIP, European Commission, Albanian legislators 



	ABOUT EU4IP-WB

	EU4IP – Strengthening Intellectual Property Rights in the Western Balkans (WB6) and the Republic of Moldova is an international cooperation project co-funded by the European Commission (EC) and European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) aiming to support Western Balkan partners and the Republic of Moldova in advancing their EU accession process through stronger intellectual property systems. The project covers the following economies: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo[footnoteRef:1]*, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and Republic of Moldova and will be implemented by EUIPO in close collaboration with the EC.  [1: * This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.] 


The project will run for three years (January 2026-December 2028) and will focus on four main clusters of activities covering: IP acquis alignment, capacity building, IP enforcement as well as raising greater awareness of the value of IP among SMEs and youth. 

The project comprises four expected results: 
Expected result 1: Legal and policy frameworks for IPR aligned with the EU acquis and international treaties compliance, removing barriers to trade in goods and services, and facilitating participation in global protection systems. 
Expected result 2: Strengthened IP institutions, and networks with common practices and tools for a more efficient IP protection system, boosting a regional harmonisation on trade-related aspects. 
Expected result 3: Enhanced regional cooperation on IP within the Common Regional Market, instruments and priorities, focusing on the fight against the trade of counterfeit goods and piracy (including online infringements). 
Expected result 4: Increase support and strengthening capacities of business, especially focusing on SMEs to protect, administer, value, commercialize and enforce IPR and raising awareness and IP skills development among general public, especially youth and women.

	BACKGROUND TO THE ACTIVITY

	The level of protection for industrial designs is a major factor in encouraging innovation, competitiveness and economic development. Under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the EU accession process, Albania is committed to aligning its intellectual property legislation with the EU acquis. The approximation of legislation relating to industrial designs with the EU legal framework is an essential component of Chapter 7 negotiations and the broader process of strengthening legal certainty and market integration.

The current legislative and implementing framework on industrial designs in Albania requires further alignment with the relevant EU directives, regulations and EUIPO practices. In particular, there is a need to support the drafting of implementing regulations and practical application measures relating to industrial designs in order to ensure a modern, transparent and fully compatible legal framework.

In this context, the activity will support the Albanian authorities in drafting implementing regulations and analysing their practical application in line with EU standards and best practices developed within the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) and EU Member States.

The activity will contribute to:
· the EU accession screening process under Chapter 7;
· strengthening institutional and legal capacities in the field of industrial designs;
· improving legal certainty and predictability for right holders and businesses;
· ensuring greater consistency with EU standards and practices;
· facilitating the effective implementation and application of design-related legislation and procedures.

The analysis and drafting exercise will support the future screening process for EU membership and contribute to ensuring a fully compatible legal and administrative framework on industrial designs in Albania.

	MAIN AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE ACTIVITY

	Building on the previous related work already carried out by Albanian authorities, the main objectives of the activity are:
· Support the drafting of implementing regulations relating to industrial designs in line with the EU acquis and EUIPO best practices.
· Analyse the practical application of design legislation and implementing provisions in Albania and identify areas requiring further alignment or clarification.
· Prepare recommendations and drafting proposals to strengthen the implementation framework and ensure consistency with European standards.
· Facilitate the approximation of Albanian legislation and administrative practices on industrial designs towards EU standards.

The main target audience of the activity are:
· representatives of European Commission and GDIP relevant services;
· Albanian legislators and public authorities responsible for reforms related to industrial designs;
· industry sector and right holders’ representatives.

	PURPOSE OF THE PROCEDURE AND SPECIFIC TASKS

	The purpose of this procedure is therefore to contract the services of IP expertise to provide the necessary support to the Project Management Team (PMT) in charge of the implementation of the EU4IP-WB action. The IP expert will support the PMT, and in particular GDIP, to analyse the best EU practices relating to industrial designs and support the drafting and application of implementing regulations in Albania.

The IP expert will carry out the following tasks:

· assess the current state of Albanian legislation and implementing framework on industrial designs based on the work already performed in the area;
· analyse the degree of alignment of Albanian legislation and practices with the EU acquis on industrial designs;
· support the drafting of implementing regulations and related procedural provisions on industrial designs;
· conduct all necessary consultations and meetings with stakeholders in order to identify appropriate measures regarding the implementation of industrial design legislation in Albania;
· participate in technical meetings and workshops with stakeholders as necessary and present conclusions and recommendations;
· identify and propose practical solutions to ensure effective implementation and application of design legislation and procedures;
· support Albanian authorities in strengthening administrative practices related to registration, examination and protection of industrial designs;
· submit a final report of the activity to the EU4IP-WB PMT containing all deliverables, detailed steps taken to achieve the implementation of the activity, findings, recommendations for follow-up, supporting documents used and any other relevant information.

	DELIVERABLES, TIMING AND REPORTING

	Deliverables and timing: This assignment will require regular online sessions for consultations as considered necessary by GDIP, which can be carried out by the contractor regardless of their location, place of work or residence.

The indicative timetable and deliverables are as follows:

	Methodology presentation
	July 2026

	Online consultation sessions
	July 2026

	Legal comparative analysis (table of concordance)
	July – Aug. 2026

	Preliminary conclusions and online sessions
	Sept. 2026

	Draft of necessary legislative regulations (bylaws) 
	Oct.-Nov. 2026

	Final conclusions and online sessions
	Nov 2026

	Final report
	Dec. 2026

	*This timetable is for illustrative purposes only and is subject to modifications



Reporting: The expert will report to the PMT during and at the end of the activity by providing the following deliverables:
· Interim Report to be submitted together with draft deliverables (tables of concordance and legislative amendments).
· Final report to be submitted to the EU4IP-WB PMT at the end of the activity. 

	EXPERT PROFILE

	As mentioned above, the specificity and complexity of this activity requires the support of specific background:
· solid expertise on EU and Albanian IP rights legislation, in particular on industrial designs.

These Terms of Reference are designed to contract the necessary legal expert(s) complying with the following requirements:
· university degree in law or equivalent;
· at least 10 years of professional experience in the field of IP rights;
· in-depth understanding of the EU IP rights system, with proven experience in the area of industrial designs;
· excellent English language skills (oral, written and communication);
· experience working with international IP partners would be an advantage;
· strong analytical and reporting skills.

Other desirable requirements:
· advanced IT skills (Microsoft Office);
· proven ability and experience of working and interacting effectively with a range of stakeholders in a multicultural environment, particularly in Albania.

	INVOICING AND PAYMENTS

	Contract amount: This is a global price contract up to EUR XXX, subject to satisfactory completion and delivery of the deliverables listed in section 5.

If the above conditions are met, payment will be made in lump sums according to the following criteria:
· 35% upon submission of the tables of concordance and identification of main differences between both systems; 
· 35% upon the submission of the necessary draft legal amendments and secondary legislation to further align with the EU acquis;
· 30% upon submission and approval of the final report.

Payment: Payments will be made within 30 days of submission of the relevant invoice to the PMT, together with evidence of fully completed deliverables. The list of deliverables and associated indicative deadlines are set out in section 5 above.

Payment of fees may be delayed if the deliverables of the activity are not acceptable. EU4IP-WB reserves the right to inform the expert of non-acceptance within two weeks, stating the reasons. No advance payment will be made.

The amount quoted shall cover all possible expenses of the contractor necessary for the performance of the contract, including but not limited to: remuneration, administrative costs, expert’s margin, secretariat and equipment. 

Any other expenditure necessary for the performance of this contract, which is not explicitly covered and mentioned in these Terms of Reference, should be included in the above total price.

	TENDER SPECIFICATIONS

	Submission of technical proposal with a short methodology together with a financial offer has to the sent to the PMT by email to the following addresses:
· EU4IP-WB@euipo.europa.eu

Content of the offer
· A brief technical offer describing the methodology and how the expert intends to achieve the expected results, an indicative plan for the successful completion of the assignment 
· Curriculum vitae of the expert in order to assess the experience according to the requirements mentioned above in the profile of the expert. 
· Financial proposal, expressed in EUR, not exceeding the maximum amount indicated in Section 7. 

Finally, by sending an offer, the tenderer understands all requirements and accepts the conditions of execution of the contract set up in this Terms of Reference and request for offer and in the General Conditions for External Actions. 

	OTHER PROVISIONS

	Confidentiality: The tasks and contents of the deliverables mentioned in these Terms of Reference are confidential and should not be disclosed in any form (written or otherwise) to other parties without the express written consent of the EU4IP-WB PMT.
Rights: The EU4IP-WB PMT should have unlimited and unrestricted rights to use all materials directly produced or collected by the expert to produce the above deliverables.
Language and Clarity: The contractor should ensure that all reports provided to the EU4IP-WB are written in good English.



Annex I – EU legislation on industrial designs
	· Regulation (EC) No 6/2002 on Community designs.
· Directive 98/71/EC on the legal protection of designs.
· Regulation (EU) 2024/2822 amending the Community design framework.
· Relevant EUIPO guidelines and convergence programmes related to industrial designs.
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